
HOW WELL DO STATES SUPPORT INTEGRATION IN CHARTER SCHOOLS?

Michigan
OVERALL SCORE

Key Findings

20%
POLICY SCORE

20%
Michigan earned a total score of 2.0 
in the rubric of 10 key charter school 
policies supporting integration.

ENROLLMENT  SCORE

20%
Charters have a net positive or neutral 
effect on racial integration in 1 of the 5 
counties in Michigan with the largest 
charter school enrollments.

Michigan does not provide or equitably 
fund transportation for charter school 
students.

Michigan does not include a 
consideration of a charter school’s likely 
effects on integration or require charter 
applicants to provide diverse outreach 
plans as part of the application and 
renewal process.

Charter schools in Michigan have a net 
positive effect on racial integration in 
Kent County but a net negative effect 
in Wayne County, Oakland County, 
Macomb County, and Genesee County.

Recommendations
•  Michigan could better support integration in charter schools by requiring and funding transportation for charter school students.

•  Michigan could better support integration in charter schools by requiring an analysis of the charter school’s impact on district en-
rollment demographics in authorization and renewal decisions.

•  More Michigan charter schools should enroll students from multiple school districts to promote integration across a region.

Public School Demographics, 2015—16

School 
Type

Students
Demographic Shares

White Black Hispanic Asian Other Low-
Income

LEP IDEA

Charter 
Schools

145,662 32.4 51.6 8.8 3.4 3.8 70.9 9.5 9.5

All Public 
Schools

1,485,144 67.4 17.9 7.3 3.2 4.1 46.1 6.0 12.4

Source: Enrollment, race, and low-income (free or reduced-price lunch) data are calculated from the 2015–16 Common Core of Data. LEP (Limited English Proficiency) and 
IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) data are from the 2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection.

This interactive scorecard can be found online at: charterdiversity.org.



Racial Exposure in Public Schools
Racial Composition of Average Student’s School, by Race of Student

Low-Income Exposure in Public Schools 
Share of Classmates Receiving Free- or Reduced-Price Lunch in Average Student’s School, 
by Race of Student

Source: 2015–16 Common Core of Data.

Source: Race data are from the 2015–16 Common Core of Data. Low-income (free or reduced-price lunch) data are also from the 2015–16 Common Core of Data for all states 
except Massachusetts and New York, which were missing free or reduced-price lunch data for 2015–16 and for which 2014–15 data was used instead.



Charter School Policies Supporting Integration

Public School Dissimilarity Index
For Top Five Counties with Largest Charter School Enrollment, 2015–16

County # Charters # Charter 
Enrollment

Dissimilarity Index

District Only Including Charters Change

Wayne County 162 66,892 62.2 68.8 6.6

Kent County  33 14,863 56.9 55.3 -1.7

Oakland County 32 11,759 42.8 47.2 4.4

Macomb County 21 7,236 35.5 40.4 4.9

Genesee County 15 6,423 51.8 58.7 6.9

Source: 2015–16 Common Core of Data.

1. Selective Admissions 
Requirements Prohibited
Does the state specify that charter schools may 
not use any admissions requirements (must be 
open to any student eligible to attend a regular 
public school)?
Yes. Michigan law requires charter schools (which are referred to 
as “public school academies”) to be open to all students within 
the state, and if a charter school receives more applications than 
space available, then a random selection process must occur.
[See MI Comp. Laws § 380.504.]

0.2/0.2

Does the state specify that charter schools may 
not charge any fees other than those charged by 
other public schools?

Partially. Tuition is prohibited. As with other public schools, 
charter schools may charge for gym or sports uniforms, but may 
not charge for any regularly required uniform for which the school 
has specified a specific color, style, or manufacturer. Charters are 
not prohibited from charging parents who do not pick up their 
children on time. [See MI Comp. Laws §§  380.503504 & 552.]

0.1/0.2

Does the state specify that charter schools may 
not require mandatory parent volunteer hours?
No. No mention of mandatory parent volunteer policies. State law 
does allow for, and encourage, voluntary parental involvement 
contracts. [See MI Comp. Laws §  380.1295.]

0/0.2



Does the state specify that charter schools 
must abide by a general non-discrimination 
provision (with respect to race/ethnicity and other 
categories)?
Yes. Michigan law provides that charter schools cannot 
discriminate on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures 
of achievement or aptitude, status as a student with a disability, 
or any other basis that would be illegal if used by a school district. 
If a public school academy is operated by a school district that 
is subject to a court desegregation order, pupil selection at the 
public school academy is subject to that order. [See MI Comp. 
Laws §  380.504b.]

0.2/0.2

Does the state specify that charter schools must 
“backfill” to enroll new students when students 
leave the school?
No. No mention of backfilling.

0/0.2

2. Transportation Provided and 
Funded

Does the state include requirements and funding 
for the transportation of charter school students 
that are similar to those that apply to district 
students?
No. Neither school districts nor charter schools are required 
to provide transportation. “In general, a charter school is 
considered a local school district and is responsible for following 
the same legislative guidelines for transporting students as a 
local traditional school district, except that charter schools are 
not considered districts under RSC 380.1321, as they have no 
resident students. Therefore, a charter school may charge for 
transportation, contract with a 3rd party vendor who charges for 
this service or opt out of providing transportation.”1

0/1

3. Free and Reduced-Price Meals 
Provided

Does the state require all charter schools to 
participate in the federal free and reduced-price 
lunch program (or to provide a comparable free 
meals program)?
No. Charter schools are not required to participate in the federal 
free and reduced-price lunch program.2

0/1

4. Reporting on Discipline and 
Student Attrition Required

Does the state require charter schools to report 
data on student discipline and re-enrollment rates 
and make this data available to the public?
Unclear. There is nothing in the state charter school law specific 
to this. The law does state that “the board of directors of the 
public school academy shall make information concerning its 
operation and management available to the public and to the 
authorizing body in the same manner as is required by state law 
for school districts.” [See MI Comp. Laws § 380.503(6)(l).]

0/1



5. Enrollment Preferences to 
Promote Diversity Allowed

Does the state either explicitly allow or not 
prohibit charter schools to consider diversity-
related factors (such as socioeconomic status 
or educational risk factors) in their lottery to 
encourage integration?
No. Diversity factors are not included in the specifically 
enumerated lottery preferences, and the law may be interpreted 
to prohibit preferences that are not specifically named. [See MI 
Comp. Laws § 380.504.]

0/1

6. Charters Encouraged to Serve 
and Reflect Diverse Communities

Does the state allow charter schools to enroll 
students from multiple school districts or across 
a region, without requiring a preference for in-
district students?
Partially. Charter schools authorized by school districts may be 
open to all students across the state but are only required to be 
open to students within that district. Charter schools authorized 
by state public universities are open to students across the state.
[See MCL 380.504 & 380.552.]

0.17/0.33

Does the state not restrict charter school location 
to high-poverty districts or otherwise prohibit 
charter schools from locating in racially and 
socioeconomically diverse areas?
Yes. No location restrictions mentioned. 

0.33/0.33

Does the state require charter schools to set 
enrollment targets based on the demographics of 
the communities served and take steps to reach 
those targets?
No. No enrollment targets.

0/0.33

7. Unified Enrollment Supported

Does the state require or support unified 
enrollment systems?
No.

0/1

8. Authorizers Review Diversity of 
Charter School Enrollment

Does the state require authorizers to consider 
the diversity of the student body (with respect to 
categories such as race/ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status, language, and disability) as part of 
charter school application and renewal decisions, 
including an analysis of the charter school’s effect 
on enrollment demographics in district schools?
No. During the charter application process, authorizing bodies 
are required to take into consideration “The population to be 
served by the proposed public school academy.” However, there 
is no mention of student body diversity in the state law. [See 
MCL 380.503(1)(b).]

0/1



9. Diverse Outreach Plans Required

Does the state require authorizers to consider 
the diversity of the student body (with respect to 
categories such as race/ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status, language, and disability) as part of 
charter school application and renewal decisions, 
including an analysis of the charter school’s effect 
on enrollment demographics in district schools?
No. No mention of diverse outreach.

0/1

10. Authorizer Accountability 
Possible

Does the state have the ability to review 
authorizer performance?
Yes. The Michigan Department of Education, through its 
assurances and verifications process, monitors authorizer activity.3

0.5/0.5

Does the state have the ability to sanction 
authorizers?
Yes. The state may suspend the power of an authorizer. [See MI 
Comp. Laws Ann. § 380.502(5).]

0.5/0.5

Other

Does the state include any other notable 
provisions with respect to diversity, including 
supports for English Language Learners (ELLs) or 
students with disabilities (SWDs)?
Charter schools are entities independent from traditional school 
districts and are thus the local education agency for special 
education purposes.

N/A

Total

2/10

Notes

1 “Michigan Charter Schools – Questions and Answers,” Michigan Department 
of Education, November, 2017, https://www.michigan.gov/documents/
PSAQA_54517_7.pdf.
2 “School Meal Legislation and Funding by State, 2016-2017 School Year,” 
Food Research and Action Center, February, 2018, http://frac.org/wp-content/
uploads/state_leg_table_scorecard.pdf.
3 “Authorizer and Overall Program Accountability System Required,” in 
Measuring Up to the Model: A Ranking of State Public Charter School Laws, 
2019, National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, January, 2019, https://www.
publiccharters.org/our-work/charter-law-database/components/4.


